
225 Commerce St. SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(616) 454-8249
www.MelTrotter.org

How You Can Help
• Pray for our residents, staff  and 

volunteers
• Make a much-needed financial donation
• Donate your used car, truck, RV or boat 
 to Mel Trotter
• Shop at one of  our four retail stores and 

auto center
• Include Mel Trotter in your will
• Tell others about the work of  

Mel Trotter Ministries
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Our Mission
To demonstrate the compassion of  Jesus 
Christ toward the hungry, homeless and 
hurting of  the Grand Rapids area.

Hope for the future

2010 Annual Report

Hope by the Numbers A 12-month Snapshot:
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Nights of  safe shelter��

Hot meals served:

Onsite vision and dental clinics

...valued at

Group counseling sessions:

Individual counseling sessions

Individual lives committed to Christ:

Cars donated, repaired and resold

Emergency good boxes distributed:

Meals in those food boxes

Thanksgiving meals served:

hours of  volunteered service...



Battling Addictions
Substance abuse is a common problem among 
homeless people. Our licensed counselors and 
recovery program help      
dozens of people each year 
break the stranglehold of         
addiction so they can        
develop new relationships 
with God, their family   
members and society.

Feeding the Hungry
More than 11% of Kent County residents do not 
consistently have enough to eat. We take this 
problem very seriously. 
Each year, we serve more 
than 200,000 meals at our 
Mission and distribute more 
than a million pounds of 
food to others in need in a 
frugal, systematic way.

Helping Families in Need
Mel Trotter reaches far into the community to      
provide help for our neediest neighbors by 
meeting their basic needs—
food, clothing, and personal 
items. We also meet com-
plex needs such as provid-
ing legal advice through our 
Christian Legal Aid Clinic.

Transforming Lives
Used vehicles donated to Mel Trotter Ministries 
aren’t just sold. We first use them to train our 
resident men in the skills 
of auto repair. Funds raised 
through our auto donation 
program also help support 
the ongoing mission of Mel 
Trotter and those we serve.

Demonstrating the compassion of Jesus Christ toward the hungry, homeless and hurting of the Grand Rapids area.

Financial Numbers

Sources of MTM Support:
2010 Total Income:  $10,993,000

Cash Donations           $5,663,000
Gifts In Kind                 $3,685,000
Auto/Retail/Other     $1,645,000

Where does the Support Go?
Development: 19%
Administration: 7%
Program: 73%

Who Supports MTM?
Churches, Foundations, Other: 2%
Businesses: 5.4%
Individuals: 92.6%
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Dear Friends,
 “[Our God] is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is 
at work within us. To Him be glory…for ever and ever!”
 For Mel Trotter Ministries, Ephesians 3:20-21 is 
a great reminder of  the past year. 2010 proved to be 

a tumultuous year, as we experienced 
a 25 percent decline in giving in July 
and August. We faced challenges 
and difficult decisions, including 
employee layoffs, but our confidence 
remained in our God. Because of  His 
provision, we continued caring for the 
hungry, homeless and hurting in the 
Grand Rapids area. Giving picked up 

in the fall and we entered 2011 in the black.
 Despite the difficult economy, MTM received 
tremendous community support for our capital 
campaign. Funding will allow the construction of  
seven apartments on the fourth floor of  our women’s 
facility on Commerce Avenue to serve as transitional 
housing for women and children.

We are remodeling a portion of  our facility, with 
plans for it to become a potential day-center for 
transient males and community food pantry. This new 
space will also provide city agencies with an opportu-
nity to better engage the chronically homeless around 
vital life-giving services throughout the city.
 MTM is moving forward with our vision to provide 
Seven Gems of  success for clients in our substance 
abuse program called S.A.V.E. (Spiritually Account-
able, Vocationally Equipped). Our desire is for our 
graduates to have a job, G.E.D., a relationship with 
Jesus, an apartment, an auto, a church home, and to 
be reunited with their families. 
 The faithful giving of  private donors in this com-
munity has sustained MTM for the past 111 years, 
without direct government support. Your generosity 
and compassion encourage us in times of  uncertain-
ty. With your support, prayers and volunteerism, we 
will continue demonstrating the compassion of  Christ 
to hundreds of  people seeking shelter, salvation and 
hope for the future. Together, through the power of  
Christ, we will continue restoring lives and rebuilding 
families in Jesus’ Name. We love you, and thank you 
for your partnership. God bless you!

Together in His Service,

Rev. Chico Daniels
President/CEO

*From audited financial statement for period 
7/1/09 through 6/30/10 (copy available upon request)


